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Our thoughts and prayers
are with the family and friends
of George Millhouse, a 71-year
member; our sincere condolences
to the family and friends of Bob
Sterling, a 15-year member; our
thoughts and prayers are with the
family of Robert Maire, a 47-year
member, our sincere condolences
to the family of Willard McCartney,
a 68-year member; may their souls
rest in eternal peace.  
Under Doctor’s Care:  Herbie
Herzberg, Russ Eldridge, Bill Vas,
James Blaze, Tony Santos, Eugene
Ward Sr., Nebra Garmon (James
Garmon wife, Jack Juhasz’s daughter), Lee Curtis, Pete Wenzler,
Annie Wenzler, Gus Rahe, Matt
Carver, Jim Witt Sr., Wally Roloff,
Susan Miller (Frenchy’s wife),
Robert Reichert, Ella Hofmann
(Mike’s mom), Regina Jefferson
(Marvin McBrayer’s sister), Mary
Crump (Johnny Crump’s wife), and
Kylee Blaze. Here’s a get well to
our sick and disabled.
Family Additions: Jason and
Andrea Hall welcomed their third
child, Adaya Grace, on March 13th,
she weighed in at 8lbs 5oz and was
21 ½ inches long. Shane and Leah
Segur welcomed their son Wyat,
who weighed in at 7lbs 1oz and was
19 ½ inches long. Congratulations!
We would like to take this opportunity to wish Loretta Lively a
happy 65th birthday!
Jesse Garcia surprised his
girlfriend Maxine and proposed
to her in front of a huge crowd at
a Walleye game! How romantic!
Congratulations Jesse and Maxine.
We are taking a list for people
who are interested in obtaining a
concealed carry license, once we
have enough people we will be
holding the concealed carry class
here at the union hall. The cost is
$115. If you want to be put on the
list e-mail or give DeeDee a call
and she will sign you up.
Union dues: Just a reminder
that it is your responsibility to
pay your union dues. The notice
we send out if you are six months
behind is a courtesy and we are not
required to send you a reminder.
Food Baskets: Please note that

the procedures have changed for
our monthly food basket program.
In order to be eligible to pick up a
monthly food basket, please stop
by the hall for a voucher slip. You
must be a member of Local 55, and
LAID OFF, in order to receive one.  
Food baskets are available the third
Wednesday of every month, for
members in need.
FYI - Local 55 holds Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in the
union hall every Friday evening
and is hosted by Ed Alexander.
You do not need to be a member
in order to participate, everyone is
welcome. There is no need to sign
up, feel free to just drop in.
Members who are 65 years and
older, or are permanently disabled,
may be eligible to apply for lifetime
membership, call the hall or send
DeeDee an E-mail at deedee@
iw55.org and she will send you an
application.
Please e-mail the hall at
deedee@iw55.org if you have
children and/or grandchildren who
are involved in sports and/or extracurricular activities, their names,
ages, schools and/or teams that they
are on so that we may include them
in our newsletter.
Also feel free to e-mail DeeDee
if you just want to share some news
with us.
Journeyman Upgrading
Classes:
PLEASE CALL PAUL AT
567-686-6063 OR 419-382-3080
TO SIGN UP IF YOU WOULD
LIKE TO BE PUT ON A LIST
FOR ANY UPCOMING CLASS.
Certified welders: Please DO
NOT forget to turn in your welding
work reports EVERY SIX months.
If you let them lapse, your certification will expire and you will be
forced to re-test, call Paul at the
school to find out when you are due
to turn one in.
Please note that the correct
fax number for the 6 month ODOT
Welding update is 614-887-4123
for those of you that fax your own
reports in.
Apprenticeship Applications.
The Joint Apprenticeship Training Committee is accepting applications for the apprenticeship
program. Applications are being
accepted every Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday’s from 9:00am to
3:00pm at the training center until
further notice. There is an application fee of $10.
If you have an announcement
you would like included in this
newsletter, simply call the hall
or send an e-mail and we will be
happy to include it!
May God Bless You and Your
Family!
Joe Blaze III
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Roofers’ Kujawa
receives Everyday
Hero Award from
Red Cross

Mike Kujawa, Business Manager of Roofers Local 134 received
the Monroe County American Red
Cross Everyday Heroes Award in
the Union/Labor Category.
On Thursday, March 8, 2012
Mike Kujawa, Business Manager
Roofers Local 134, received the
Monroe County American Red
Cross Everyday Heroes Award in
the Union/Labor Category.   This
award pays tribute to individuals
who have shown courage, kindness
and unselfish character by their acts
of heroism in the Monroe County
area.
This story began during the
United Way of Monroe County
Make a Difference Day on September 9, 2011.  A Monroe County resident came in to speak with
Legal Services of South Central
Michigan about applying for assistance from Department of Human Services (DHS) to get help
with replacing his seriously dilapidated roof.  The homeowner,
a disabled Laborer out of Local
499 and survivor of a debilitating
stroke, did not have the funding or support to get it done by
himself.   The resident did gain
eligibility to receive assistance in
the amount of $1500.00, but the
cost to replace the roof exceeded
$3000.00.
Through the partnership between the Monroe/Lenawee County AFL-CIO Central Labor Council
and United Way of Monroe County
Community Services Liaison Program it was determined we would
try to assist this resident further in
an attempt to complete the project
for the allowed amount.   Working through the Monroe County
Opportunity Program, they were
able to accept DHS funding in
combination with volunteer labor
provided by Roofers Local 134 out
of Toledo, Ohio.
Mike Kujawa made it possible
to put the new roof on for the resident in need of a dry home.  Mike
championed this project with his
Executive Board who approved
their participation in this worthwhile project.  Mike also organized
volunteers from his local and spent
two days on the roof completing the
project.  
Without the action taken by
Mike Kujawa and Roofers Local
134, this resident in need would
have lost DHS funding and would
still have a seriously dilapidated
and leaky roof.  
Other locals contributing their
time and talent to the completion of
this project included Iron Workers
Local 55, United Auto Workers Local 1435, and United Steelworkers
local 2511 AFL-CIO.

ROOFERS LOCAL 134

THE TAR
KETTLE
Brothers and Sisters,
Happy Birthday wishes to
the following members; Randy
Irwin, Tom Korb, Jim Miller, Terry
Oneail, Rich Rife, Don Shirey, Bufford Whitman, Ron Woods, Steve
Yarbrough.
Spring has finally come around
and the weather is getting better.
The work outlook is seems to be
good. Most companies are reporting to me that they will be busy.
There will be some work out of the
hall if you are not working, please
call us to get on the out of work
list.
As you know this is a Presidential election year. It is important that we keep the Democrats
in office.  We have fought several
hard battles in recent years to keep
prevailing wages and our way of
life intact such as Issue 2/SB5. Our
neighbors in Indiana have been hit
with Right to Work legislation that
was passed by the Republicans and
signed by their governor.
The legislation will eventually hurt and kill the unions in
their state. West Virginians are
also under fire by the Right to
Work Movement and there is great
concern there. And unfortunately
the Movement has its sights set on
Ohio.
These Groups that support

the Right to Work movement are
powerful and well-funded. They
will attack the union way of life
by selling distorted facts about the
corruption of Union leaders as well
as lies of how we spend your dues
money to feed politicians. They tell
many lies and will misrepresent the
facts to those that are not educated
about Union Life.
So what can we do about it?
First REGISTER AND VOTE!!!!
Educate your friends and family.
We are not thugs, criminals or mobsters. We are hardworking Roofers
and Waterproofers that have gained
all we have through collective
bargaining. We have worked with
our employers through agreements
that have helped both sides survive
during the tough times, as well as
bettered our lives when the times
are good.
Also Local 134 has a Political
Action Fund (PAC) that we use to
help or political allies with their
campaigns. It is important that we
continue to help our friends that
help us. This PAC is funded by
voluntary payroll deductions. The
money collected is the only money
that we give to politicians. This
deduction is only 5 cents per hour.
That is only 2 dollars on a 40 hour
week.
As of now our PAC fund is
funded by less than a dozen people.
I would like to see many more of
our members contribute. Please
take a moment and consider opting in and donate to our PAC fund.
Should you be willing to contribute
I have a form for you to fill out and
you will be on your way. I appreciate your consideration.
Thanks
Michael Kujawa
Business Manager
Roofers Local 134
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